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Date of Marriage:
September 12, 1959

Place of Marriage:
We were the last ones mar-

ried in the old St. Louis
Catholic Church in
Paynesville, which is now an
antique store.

How did you meet?
We met at the roller skating

rink that was in the basement
of the bowling alley.

How long were you engaged?
We dated all through high

school and got engaged at
graduation.

How large was your wedding?
250 people.

What food was served?
Old fashioned Stearns

County chicken dinner.

What was most memorable
about your wedding?

It got off to a shaky start.
Eugene got to the church
seven minutes before mass,
and the car stopped on the
way to the reception and we
had to wait for someone to
come back for us. After all
that, it turned out to be a
great day, and we still laugh
about it.

What wedding gift do you  
use the most today?

After 50 years, there is still
a casserole dish that is still
with us.

Who caught the bouquet and 
did they have to shove to get it?

I didn’t throw the bouquet.
I wanted to keep it and also
saved our cake top and had it
on our first anniversary…it
was awful.

Whose relatives (friends) had
the most fun at the wedding?

Aunts and uncles on both
sides!  We didn’t know old
people could dance and laugh
so much. We thought they
were old!

How do you keep romance
alive in your marriage?

Our children, grandchil-
dren, and great-grandchil-
dren remind us how very
lucky we are. Just being
thankful everyday.

If you could travel back 
in time to your wedding day,
what advice for maintaining
a happy marriage would
you give yourselves?

Patience.

Eugene and Sharon Schmidt

Submitted photo

Sharon and Eugene Schmidt in September 1959

Date of Marriage:
Dec. 18, 2009
Jan. 22, 2010

Place of Marriage:
BugBee Hive Resort and

Cancun, Mexico (symbolic)

How did you meet?
We met in March 2004 at a

high school get-together. A
mutual friend introduced us,
and we quickly “hit” it off.

Jason’s Version: Just then,
Ellarry pulled out some of
her Chuck Norris moves on
me, karate-chopping me in
the arm for reasons I still do
not know. I karate-chopped
her right back, and she said,
“We should do karate some-
time.”

After this strange first
encounter, it felt like we were
destined to meet. The next
day, I couldn’t stop thinking
about this girl I had met with
the weird name. For the life
of me, I couldn’t remember
what it was, so I finally had to
call her friend and ask.

Shortly after, we had our
first date at the Crow River
Nature Park, and the rest is
history.

Nearly six years later we
have yet to take karate les-
sons. It’s in the five-year plan.

Who proposed and how?
Jason proposed on the

week of my 19th birthday at a
hotel, one of my favorite
places to go. When he got
down on one knee, I was so
surprised!  At that very
moment, I couldn’t wait to
spend the rest of my life with
someone who hadn’t just been
my boyfriend, but my best
friend.

How long were you engaged?
Two years and four

months.

How large was your wedding?
Forty of our closest family

members attended our
December wedding in
Paynesville. Just the two of
us said our vows in Cancun.

What food was served?
A salad, chicken and ham,

garlic mashed potatoes, corn,
and a dinner roll. The cake –
chocolate and strawberry –
was the best part.

What was most memorable
about your wedding?

The endless smiles as we
recited our vows. Being so
nervous that we both almost
put the ring on the wrong
hand.

What was your most
memorable wedding gift?

We’ll always remember
what we used the cash for. It’s
already being used to remedy
the travel bug in both of us.
We hope to put some of our
wedding money toward a trip
to New York City.

What  wedding gift do you  
use the most today?

We got so many great gifts,
all of which we use often. We
both love to cook, so we are
enjoying trying new recipes
from the cookbooks given to
us by Jason’s grandma and
my aunt. We also love using
the Canon photo printer from
Jason’s mom and the garage
heater from his sister.

Where did you go
for a honeymoon?

Cancun, Mexico.

How do you keep romance
alive in your marriage?

We always try to make time
to spend together, and we
have date nights. Jason often
surprises me with gifts, and I
often surprise him with one
of his favorite meals.

If you could travel back 
in time to your wedding day,
what advice for maintaining
a happy marriage would
you give yourselves?

Always be honest with each
other, support one another,
and don’t let the little things
come between you. If you ask
Jason, maintaining a happy
marriage is agreeing with
everything I say.

Ellarry and Jason Schmoll
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Ellarry and Jason Schmoll in December 2009

We can help you create the
wedding of your dreams!

-Bouquets - Corsages -Floral Centerpieces 

-Bouts - Ceremony & Reception Flowers

PPaayynneessvviillllee::  

332200--224433--44550066

CCoolldd  SSpprriinngg::  

332200--668855--55335511

Over 

24 years of

experience!

• Weddings • Groom’s Suppers • Reunions • Social Events

320-354-2007
New London, MN • www.mckales.com

Lisa & Phil Quam, Owners

McKale’s Catering
& Family Restaurant

On-site
Charcoal
Grilling

available!

Flowers • Plants

Gifts

- Wedding
- Congratulations

- Anniversary - Birthday
- Get Well - Thank You
- Sympathy - New Baby

Contemporary
320-354-7241 We

Deliver!

Downtown New London • www.angelsandivynewlondon.com
“Stunning wedding flowers by Angels & Ivy”

Make your wedding
unique by choice,

not by chance!

For Your

Special Event
•• AAccccoommmmooddaattiioonnss  ffoorr

5500  ttoo  440000  ppeeooppllee

•• CCoommpplleettee  mmeennuu  
aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  

bbaannqquueett  &&  lliiqquuoorr  

•• RReehheeaarrssaall  ddiinnnneerrss

•• WWeeddddiinngg  rreecceeppttiioonnss

•• DDaannccee  &&  bbaanndd  ffaacciilliittiieess

•• OOuuttddoooorr  ccoouurrttyyaarrdd  
aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  
cceerreemmoonniieess..

Hwy. 23 
Cold Spring 

320-685-3831

www.blueheronsupperclub.com
Better Than Good!

Baking For Your 
Special Occasions

308 Main Street • Cold Spring

320.685.8681

www.coldspringbakery.com

Cakes for all size 

weddings and for 

all budgets

o

g

g

or all size 

gs and for

gets

Delivery 
Available!

15957 NW Koronis Rd. • Paynesville, MN 56362
320-243-4549 • koronisphoto@clearwire.net

WWeeddddiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt
KKoorroonniiss  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy

IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  wweeddddiinnggss  wwee  aallssoo  ddoo::
- Senior portraits and family photos

HHeerree  aarree  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  nneeww  sseerrvviicceess  wwee  ooffffeerr::
- Photo restoration

- Make prints from a photo, slide, negative, 

DVD file, CD file, or digital camera card.

- We adjust all our pictures to ensure that you

receive the BBeesstt  QQuuaalliittyy  PPhhoottooss before printing.

yyoouurr

Celebrate  WeddingsCelebrate  WeddingsNewly Engaged?
Weddings - Anniversaries
or any other special occasions!

Now booking dates
for 2010 - 2011

Roscoe, Minn. • 320-243-3679 • 320-597-3726 • Rob Utsch, owner

~15 years of experience

~Seating for 400+

~Custom catering by

Short Stop

Ph: 320-243-4139
Cell: 320-293-3159

~ Weddings, Anniversaries, & 

Special Events.

~ Meat orders available upon request.

Good for any occasion!

~ Fully Licensed & Inspected Caterer.

John & Mary Horn • License #5195

NO EVENT TOO LARGE
OR TOO SMALL!

CATERING IS OUR ONLY BUSINESS!
YOUR CHOICE OF LOCATION!

GoatRopers
Bar & Grill - Downtown Farming 548-3700 or 249-8563

& Roper’s Catering

- ORDER YOUR PARTY TO GO -
We sell all your party needs - JUST ORDER AND PICK-UP!!

Potato Salad, Pasta Salad, Sloppy Joes, Seafood Salad, Coleslaw,
Fruit Salad, Beans, Green Bean Casserole, Meatballs, Taco Salad, Hot Dish

“ALL SOLD BY THE POUND AND READY TO GO” 

- We can host your complete party (up to 250) or 
we will cater your meal at your home, business, 
lake home, outdoor event, or anywhere else.

- We offer Full Catering to meet anyone’s budget.
Offering chicken, ham, pork chops, roast beef, & pulled pork 
with all the fixings.

SPECIALIZING IN HOG ROASTS!

Leave the cooking to us!

• Tables & Chairs 
• Tents (10x20,’ 20x40,’ 30x60’)

• Electric RoasterSetup and 

Take Down 

available!

Rental Headquarters

Check us out
for your other
rental needs!

M&M Lumber & Rental • 320-243-4202

Visit our website mmlumber.net

Rental Headquarters

Visit our website mmlumber.net


