Keep Guests Entertained
Hosts can lead a tour of their towns to
entertain overnight guests during the holiday

< season.

i Thanksgiving Turkey

i-'Do you now just how many turkeys America

" eats in a single year?

= Support Local Businesses
Browse through our advertisers and support
your community's economy and encourage

£+ local commerce.

HOSTING TIPS

DID YOU
KNOW?

According to the US Poultry and
Egg Association, as well as The
National Turkey federation,
between 45 and 46 million
turkeys are eaten around
Thanksgiving.

That's around as many turkeys

as the entire population of Spain.

Americans ate approximately
219 million turkeys in 2019,
according to the listed sources,
so those millions of turkeys
represent around a fifth of all
turkeys eaten for the entire year.

The average commercial turkey
sold in grocery stores weighs
just over 30 pounds, according
to the Wall Street Journal. That
means Americans are eating
nearly 1.4 billion pounds of

turkey during the holiday season.
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HOLIDAY COOKING FOR A CROWD MADE EASY

These guidelines can help
simplify cooking for a
large guest count.

A number of things can be
expected during the holiday
season. Children will anxiously
await visits from Santa and
travelers recognize there is bound
to be traffic on the roadways and
crowds at the airport. And if you're
opening your home to guests,
those visitors will be expecting
some delicious food.

Meals are a big component of
holiday entertaining, so much so
that holiday hosts may spend
weeks pondering what to serve
guests. These guidelines can help
simplify cooking for a crowd.

Plan make-ahead dishes

Simplifying holiday cooking comes
down to spending less time in the
kitchen on the day of the festivities.
Make-ahead dishes that can be
reheated or set in chafing dishes
for buffet meals are preferable.
There's lots of dishes to choose
from, including casseroles, stews,

soups, and baked pasta dishes.
Avoid fresh pasta offerings, like
spaghetti and meatballs, for
example. Leftover noodles will get
mushy and will not reheat very
well.

Ham is a good choice

Ham is a forgiving dish that is quite
popular for holiday gatherings.
Many hams come pre-cooked and
pre-sliced, so producing a flavorful
main course may be just a matter
of dressing it up with seasonings
or even using the glaze that often
comes with such products.

Cater a meal

There's certainly pride that comes
with offering guests a table full of
home-cooked foods. But the
expense, effort and time that goes
into creating a masterful menu can
be taxing. If a lot of people are
coming for the holidays, hosts can
find out which area businesses
offer holiday catering packages and
consider them. This frees up more
time for mingling with guests. And
food establishments often have
experience knowing just how much

food to have per person, reducing
waste and helping hosts avoid
having a refrigerator full of
leftovers they may or may not eat.

Delegate some tasks

It's alright to ask guests to bring
something to the holiday dinner. In
fact, they may be eager to pitch in.
If someone brings a salad, another
an appetizer and others some
desserts, then it is just up to the
host to provide the main course
and maybe a side or two. This
removes a lot of the pressure.

Select familiar foods

Hosts may be tempted to try all of
the delicious recipes featured in
magazines or online around the
holidays. However, sticking with
familiar dishes that you have made
before reduces the chances for
error. Recipes that can be whipped
up by rote will make holiday
cooking tasks easier and quicker.

Cooking for a holiday crowd
doesn't have to be difficult,
especially when hosts employ a
few strategies to simplify meal
creation.

320.267.1016

Tuesday thru Saturday
10:00 AM. - 4:00 PM.

418 Main Street,
Cold Spring, MN 56320
facebook-gentlerthymes




]OIN US FOR OUR HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS‘
: Tickets Now Available Online! a4

Stockmen’s

GREENHOUSE & GARDEN CENTER

2 great locations with spruce tops, porch pots,
wreaths, garland and much more' —

Litchfield
60973 US Hwy 12 1150 Hwy 7 E

320-693-7787 320-234-7673
_ - NOW OPEN -
www.stockmensgreenhouse.com s

Hutchinson

I}NTAGE LAN E

. DECOR & MORE

Vintage, Antiques, Collectibles, Unique
el and Repurposed Decor & More...

ALL DRESSLD up

*

Aliie FOR THE \
Hours: Wednesday thru Saturday | 10am - 4pm
312 1st Street North, Cold Spring MN 56320

Located in the same parking lot as Subway!

(612) 839-7413 » Check Facebook for Pop-Up Specials!

vintagelanedecor.com ¢ www.facebook.com/Vintagel.aneDecor

)

® MISTLETOE MARKET =

OFFTHEWALL

HOMEDECOR S MORE
Follow us on Facebook DOWNTOWN WATKINS

HOLIDAY EVENT LIST

Ladies Day 11/2

Vendors on site:
Jenn's Timeless Treasures - Permanent Jewelry

L'Bri Pure n" Natural Beauty Products

Hunting Widows Saturda

Vendors on site:
The Mape Baker
Refreshments & Sweets

Y 11/09

Small Business Saturday

Vendors on site:
The Mape Baker & Hooked on Daisy
Everlasting Arrow Permanent Jewelry LLC

Ki\gﬁdoasllgsieza d S Day

Jenn's Timeless Treasures

11/30

12/7

M&M 3D Printing FREE SNOW CONES ALL DAY
GOODIE BAGS FOR THE FIRST 10 KIDS WITH A $20 PURCHASE
Last Chance Saturday

Vendors on site:
Backyard Creations -

12/14

Ornament Bar

EACH DAY YOU WILL HAVE A CHANCE FOR
10% TO 30% OFF YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

*only valid for off the wall purchases

DRAWINGS EVERY EVEN'f'!!! STOP BY AND SIN UP

NOVEMBER 6, 2024

KITCHEN HOURS
MON-SAT: 11aAM-9PM

BAR HOURS
MON-THURS: 11aM-9PM

FRI & SAT: 11aM-12AM
CLOSED SUNDAYS

PAYNESVILLE
AMERICAN LEGION ¢« POST No. 271 o

CELEBRATE WITH US

BOOK YOUR

(elidey Fasty_

G L

770 DIEKMANN DR, « PAYNESVILLE, MN 56362

(320) 243-4982

WWW.PAYNESVILLELEGION271.0RG

10 EXPERIE'NGE OUR

HolidayiWonderland,

Winter & Christmas Decor
Found All Around the Store!

GREAT GIFT GIVING IDEAS
APPAREL « HOME DECOR « JEWELRY o GIFTS

- MANY NEW ARRIVALS -

IN-STORE SPECIALS

Shoppe 12&

(320) 26‘2—3414
HOURS: M-F 10am-7p  Sat 10am-6p * Sun 12p-5p

DON’T FORGET ABOUT BLACK FRIDAY
2 & SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY! ¥
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HOW TO KEEP GUESTS ENTERTAINED THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Gatherings with loved ones are a
big part of what makes the holiday
season such a special time of year.
As families grow and spread out
across the map, they may not get
too many chances to spend quality
time with one another. But the
holiday season is a time each year
when families make a concerted
effort to get together.

As families get together under the
same roof during the holiday
season, individuals tasked with
hosting gatherings tend to have a
lot on their plates. Memories tend
to be made around the holiday
dinner table, but the season also
presents ample opportunities to
create nights to remember outside
the house as well. Hosts can keep
the following ideas in mind as they
look for ways to entertain guests
this holiday season.

* Take a turn as a tour guide.
Locals may not make the rounds of
nearby tourist destinations too
frequently, but the holiday season
is a great opportunity for hosts to
show guests what makes their
towns so unique. Serve as a tour
guide for guests on a sightseeing

Hey Gusiness Qusnets]

day with visits to local monuments
or museums. Wrap the day up at a
holiday bazaar where local small

business owners have set up shop.

This affords guests a chance to
tour a new community or a
hometown they haven't visited in
awhile, and also makes for a great
chance for all to squeeze in a little
last-minute holiday shopping.

* Plan an ugly sweater bar crawl. If
hosts and their guests are all of
age, an ugly sweater bar crawl can

<t 7  Great Northern Theatre Company

1:

GHRIS

TMAS
1 RY

The Masical

A CHRISTMAS STORY
is produced by special arrangement
with The Dramatic Publishing Company.
www.dramaticpublishing.com

Presents

Adults: $22
Seniors (65+): $18
Children & Students: $12

the night ends.

 Take in some local entertainment.
Whether it's a holiday lighting

& display show or a local theater
% performance of a classic holiday

tale like Charles Dickens's “A

il Christmas Carol,” a night of local

make for a fun night out on the
town. Encourage guests to wear an
ugly holiday sweater and map out a
route and schedule of visits to local
bars and restaurants. Hosts must
prioritize safety on these types of
excursions, so arrange for a bus to
take guests from one spot to the
next if establishments are far away
from one another. If Main Street
has a local bar district, arrange for
transportation downtown at the
start of the crawl and home when

live entertainment is a great way
for hosts and their guests to get
out of the house. Hosts can even

| book a reservation for a pre-show

meal at a local restaurant so they
can be free of cooking and give
guests their undivided attention.

* Host a holiday movie night. Weary
travelers who want to stay in may
appreciate a holiday movie double
feature. Hosts can let guests pick a
pair of holiday films and then host
a double feature, complete with
traditional movie fare like popcorn
and candy. Hosts can even offer
adult guests a glass of homemade
eggnog during the films to up the
holiday ante even further.

Holiday hosts can embrace various
ways to entertain guests during a
time of year when there's no
shortage of fun ways to spend a
night.

Don’t forget, Letters To Santa is coming soon!

Learn how you can participate by emailing
amy@paynesvillepress.com

“Uinnesota ¢ Beost Rept Secret”
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WALRSTHROUGH{OURWINTERWONDERLAND!

CHRISTMAQ!

OPEN HOUCE § 7
Nov.1,8 & 9 |

Enjoy some Fresh Coffee, Hot Cider & Homemade Cookies!

Clothing * Jewelry & Accessories * Home Decor * Kitchen Items « Memorial Gifts & more!

20% OFF "t e

SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY

Come geo us on Black Friday - Nov 29th
Chrigtmag In the Valley & Small Buginesg Saturday - Nov 30th
Wo will be Open!  Come check out our specialel
200 State Street * Eden Valley, MN * 320-453-5678
M-F: 9:30am-5:30pm * Sat: 9:30am-3pm
§ FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
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Please Join Us at Queen Bee's (¥ )

L%%%Sgﬂlmgﬁf HOST YOUR

THURSDAY, NOV. 28™
10:00 AM - 12:30 PM WITH US

Turkey, Broasted Chicken, Meatballs, Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce,
Squash, Vegetables, a variety of Salads, Pumpkin Pie & Assorted Desserts

PLEASE MAKEA |
el LET US DO THE
RESERVATION WORK FOR YOU!

Reservations will be seated first.

Call to book for any holiday
or special event today!

e Ouoen PBeo's BarGrill

121 West James Street, Paynesville * 320-243-3975
www.queenbees.com
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28603 Hwy 55,
Paynesville, MN 56362

Follow Us on Facebook!

NOEMBER 15 & 16 | HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
NOVEMBER 29 | BLACK FRIDAY SALES
NOVEMBER 30 | SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
DECEMBER 14 | BASKET MAKING DAY

18 Minnesota Ave E, *« Glenwood, MN 56334
- M N O L | VEO | LCO 320.334.3211 « www. mnollve0|lco com

Follow us on Social Media!
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