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A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO THE

PAYNESVILLE PRESS &November 2024

Keep Guests Entertained
Hosts can lead a tour of their towns to 
entertain overnight guests during the holiday 
season.

Thanksgiving Turkey
Do you now just how many turkeys America 
eats in a single year?

Support Local Businesses
Browse through our advertisers and  support 
your community’s economy and encourage 
local commerce.

IN THIS ISSUE

These guidelines can help 
simplify cooking for a 

large guest count.
A number of things can be 
expected during the holiday 
season. Children will anxiously 
await visits from Santa and 
travelers recognize there is bound 
to be traffic on the roadways and 
crowds at the airport. And if you’re 
opening your home to guests, 
those visitors will be expecting 
some delicious food.

Meals are a big component of 
holiday entertaining, so much so 
that holiday hosts may spend 
weeks pondering what to serve 
guests. These guidelines can help 
simplify cooking for a crowd.

Plan make-ahead dishes

Simplifying holiday cooking comes 
down to spending less time in the 
kitchen on the day of the festivities. 
Make-ahead dishes that can be 
reheated or set in chafing dishes 
for buffet meals are preferable. 
There’s lots of dishes to choose 
from, including casseroles, stews, 

soups, and baked pasta dishes. 
Avoid fresh pasta offerings, like 
spaghetti and meatballs, for 
example. Leftover noodles will get 
mushy and will not reheat very 
well.

Ham is a good choice

Ham is a forgiving dish that is quite 
popular for holiday gatherings. 
Many hams come pre-cooked and 
pre-sliced, so producing a flavorful 
main course may be just a matter 
of dressing it up with seasonings 
or even using the glaze that often 
comes with such products.

Cater a meal

There’s certainly pride that comes 
with offering guests a table full of 
home-cooked foods. But the 
expense, effort and time that goes 
into creating a masterful menu can 
be taxing. If a lot of people are 
coming for the holidays, hosts can 
find out which area businesses 
offer holiday catering packages and 
consider them. This frees up more 
time for mingling with guests. And 
food establishments often have 
experience knowing just how much 

food to have per person, reducing 
waste and helping hosts avoid 
having a refrigerator full of 
leftovers they may or may not eat.

Delegate some tasks

It’s alright to ask guests to bring 
something to the holiday dinner. In 
fact, they may be eager to pitch in. 
If someone brings a salad, another 
an appetizer and others some 
desserts, then it is just up to the 
host to provide the main course 
and maybe a side or two. This 
removes a lot of the pressure.

Select familiar foods

Hosts may be tempted to try all of 
the delicious recipes featured in 
magazines or online around the 
holidays. However, sticking with 
familiar dishes that you have made 
before reduces the chances for 
error. Recipes that can be whipped 
up by rote will make holiday 
cooking tasks easier and quicker.

Cooking for a holiday crowd 
doesn’t have to be difficult, 
especially when hosts employ a 
few strategies to simplify meal 
creation.

HOLIDAY COOKING FOR A CROWD MADE EASY

According to the US Poultry and 
Egg Association, as well as The 

National Turkey federation, 
between 45 and 46 million 
turkeys are eaten around 

Thanksgiving.

That’s around as many turkeys 
as the entire population of Spain.

Americans ate approximately 
219 million turkeys in 2019, 

according to the listed sources, 
so those millions of turkeys 

represent around a fifth of all 
turkeys eaten for the entire year. 

The average commercial turkey 
sold in grocery stores weighs 

just over 30 pounds, according 
to the Wall Street Journal. That 

means Americans are eating 
nearly 1.4 billion pounds of 

turkey during the holiday season.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Located in the Historic Maurin Mansion, Cold SpringLocated in the Historic Maurin Mansion, Cold Spring

Antiques • Vintage • Fashion 320. 267. 1016

418 Main Street,
Cold Spring, MN 56320

facebook-gentlerthymes

Tuesday thru Saturday
10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

56320
thymes

WISHING ALL A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON!WISHING ALL A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON!WWW.PAYNESVILLELIQUOR.COM  •  (320) 243-3874

WISHING YOU

Happy Holidays
FROM OUR FAMILIES TO YOURS...

BEING

ONE SIP AT A TIME

BBBBBEEEEINGGGGGGG

OONE SIP AT EAT ET AAT AAAAAA TTTTIIIIMMEAT AA TTIME
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B O O K  Y O U R

CELEBRATE WITH US

Paynesville
AMERICAN LEGION • POST No. 271

770 DIEKMANN DR, • PAYNESVILLE, MN 56362

w w w . p a y n e s v i l l e l e g i o n 2 71 . o r g
(320) 243-4982

KITCHEN HOURS
MON-SAT: 11am-9pm

BAR HOURS
MON-THURS: 11am-9pm

FRI & SAT: 11am-12am
CLOSED SUNDAYS

Shoppe 14Shoppe 14
A P PA R E L  •  H O M E  D E C O R  •  J E W E L R Y  •  G I F T S

(320) 262-3414
Uptown Willmar Mall (Next to Maurices) 1605 1st Street S. •  Willmar

SPECIALS ON

 
@Shoppe14

Holiday WonderlandHoliday Wonderland
T O  E X P E R I E N C E  O U R

Winter & Christmas Decor
Found All Around the Store!

GREAT GIFT GIVING IDEAS

- MANY NEW ARRIVALS -
IN-STORE SPECIALS

DON’T FORGET ABOUT BLACK FRIDAY 
& SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY!

HOURS: M-F 10am-7p • Sat 10am-6p • Sun 12p-5p

Tis The SeasonTis The Season

V I N TAGE  LA N EV I N TAGE  LA N E
DE COR  &  MOR E

V I N TAGE  LA N EV I N TAGE  LA N E
DE COR  &  MOR E

Hours: Wednesday thru Saturday | 10am - 4pm

312 1st Street North, Cold Spring MN 56320
Located in the same parking lot as Subway!

(612) 839-7413 • Check Facebook for Pop-Up Specials!
vintagelanedecor.com • www.facebook.com/VintageLaneDecor

Hours: Wednesday thru Saturday ||| 10000000000000aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaammmmmmmmmmmmmmm - 4pm||| 110000000000000000 4

HolidaysA L L  D R E S S E D  U P
F O R  T H EF O R  T H E

OR EOR ER&  MO&  MOMOR  &OR  &RCOCODE CDE C OOOOOOCOCCCOOO &E R  &  M R EEEE RRR &&&& MMMM RRR EEDDDD OOE C &C & OOOOOOOO&&&&&&&&CCCOOOOCCCOOO MMMMMMMM EEEEEEEEEEEE RRRRRRRRRRRRRRDD &DD & OOOOOOOOE OOO &&& ME OOO &&& MDDEE OR & RRDDE OR & RR

R E S SS EE DD U PR E S SS EE DD U P

Vintage, Antiques, Collectibles, Unique 
and Repurposed Decor & More...

Tickets Now Available Online!
JOIN US FOR OUR HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS!

Litchfi eld
60973 US Hwy 12
320-693-7787

Hutchinson
1150 Hwy 7 E

320-234-7673

www.stockmensgreenhouse.com
MISTLETOE MARKET

- NOW OPEN -

2 great locations with spruce tops, porch pots,
wreaths, garland and much more!

Follow Us Online!Tues-Fri | 9a-5p  •  Sat | 9a-3p
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Nov. 7, 8 & 9Nov. 7, 8 & 9

Lost Lost && Found Found

Clothing • Jewelry & Accessories • Home Decor • Kitchen Items • Memorial Gifts & more!

Enjoy some Fresh Coffee, Hot Cider & Homemade Cookies!

ENTIRE PURCHASEENTIRE PURCHASE
OF REGULARLY PRICED ITEMS20% O20% OFFFF

SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE

WALK THROUGH OUR WINTER WONDERLAND!WALK THROUGH OUR WINTER WONDERLAND!

200 State Street • Eden Valley, MN • 320-453-5678
M-F: 9:30am-5:30pm • Sat: 9:30am-3pm

Come see us on Black Friday  -  Nov 29th
Christmas In the Valley & Small Business Saturday  -  Nov 30th 

We will be Open!   Come check out our specials!

FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

Gatherings with loved ones are a 
big part of what makes the holiday 
season such a special time of year. 
As families grow and spread out 
across the map, they may not get 
too many chances to spend quality 
time with one another. But the 
holiday season is a time each year 
when families make a concerted 
effort to get together.

As families get together under the 
same roof during the holiday 
season, individuals tasked with 
hosting gatherings tend to have a 
lot on their plates. Memories tend 
to be made around the holiday 
dinner table, but the season also 
presents ample opportunities to 
create nights to remember outside 
the house as well. Hosts can keep 
the following ideas in mind as they 
look for ways to entertain guests 
this holiday season.

• Take a turn as a tour guide. 
Locals may not make the rounds of 
nearby tourist destinations too 
frequently, but the holiday season 
is a great opportunity for hosts to 
show guests what makes their 
towns so unique. Serve as a tour 
guide for guests on a sightseeing 

day with visits to local monuments 
or museums. Wrap the day up at a 
holiday bazaar where local small 
business owners have set up shop. 
This affords guests a chance to 
tour a new community or a 
hometown they haven’t visited in 
awhile, and also makes for a great 
chance for all to squeeze in a little 
last-minute holiday shopping.

• Plan an ugly sweater bar crawl. If 
hosts and their guests are all of 
age, an ugly sweater bar crawl can 

make for a fun night out on the 
town. Encourage guests to wear an 
ugly holiday sweater and map out a 
route and schedule of visits to local 
bars and restaurants. Hosts must 
prioritize safety on these types of 
excursions, so arrange for a bus to 
take guests from one spot to the 
next if establishments are far away 
from one another. If Main Street 
has a local bar district, arrange for 
transportation downtown at the 
start of the crawl and home when 

the night ends.

• Take in some local entertainment. 
Whether it’s a holiday lighting 
display show or a local theater 
performance of a classic holiday 
tale like Charles Dickens’s “A 
Christmas Carol,” a night of local 
live entertainment is a great way 
for hosts and their guests to get 
out of the house. Hosts can even 
book a reservation for a pre-show 
meal at a local restaurant so they 
can be free of cooking and give 
guests their undivided attention.

• Host a holiday movie night. Weary 
travelers who want to stay in may 
appreciate a holiday movie double 
feature. Hosts can let guests pick a 
pair of holiday films and then host 
a double feature, complete with 
traditional movie fare like popcorn 
and candy. Hosts can even offer 
adult guests a glass of homemade 
eggnog during the films to up the 
holiday ante even further.

Holiday hosts can embrace various 
ways to entertain guests during a 
time of year when there’s no 
shortage of fun ways to spend a 
night.

HOW TO KEEP GUESTS ENTERTAINED THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Hey Business Owners! Don’t forget, Letters To Santa is coming soon!
Learn how you can participate by emailing

amy@paynesvillepress.com
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HOLIDAYFe ivities
P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  F O R  O U RP L E A S E  J O I N  U S  F O R  O U R

NOVEMBER 15  & 16  |  HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

NOVEMBER 29  |  BLACK FRIDAY SALES

NOVEMBER 30  |  SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY

DECEMBER 14  |  BASKET MAKING DAY

OVEMBE

M

18 Minnesota Ave E, • Glenwood, MN 56334
320.334.3211 • www.mnoliveoilco.com

Follow us on Social Media!

HOST YOUR

WITH US

LET US DO THE 
WORK FOR YOU!

Call to book for any holiday
or special event today!

Thanksgiving • Christmas • New Year’s
Birthdays • Anniversaries • Reunions

SAVE THE SPACE TODAY!

320-340-4165
28603 Hwy 55, 

Paynesville, MN 56362
Follow Us on Facebook!
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