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After their home was destroyed by an explosion on their farm in March 2007, Angie and Jason Mages unexpectedly had to build a new house on their farm on the Tri-County Road in Union Grove Township.

Family rebuilds house, shop after farm explosion

By Michael Jacobson

That Angie and Jason Mages needed to build a new
house for their family comes as no surprise to anyone
who felt the explosion on their farm just over a year
ago. In March 2007, their 10-year-old farm shop -
apparently due to a cracked fitting on the overhead
heater - partially filled with gas and exploded,
destroying their house and reverberating for miles.

After the statewide media blitz, the Mageses were
left with lots of work: building a new house, rebuild-
ing their shop, cleaning up the debris, and replacing
all their other farm buildings, too.

“T'd never planned on building a new house,” said
Jason, who moved onto the farm and into the 1970s
rambler house with his parents when he was two.

“I guess everyone always dreams of building a new
house, but I'd never thought we’d do it,” added Angie.

They stayed for one week with relatives and then

found a house to rent, for which they were grateful as
there are not a lot of houses available for a short-term
rental.

As the fire marshal and insurance adjuster inspect-
ed the damage, it took weeks before they could even go
into their old house and salvage their personal
belongings, including the family photos. Most of
their belongings were covered with insulation and
broken glass, the amount depending on where it was
in the house (i.e. things in closet that stayed shut
might be fine, but in a dresser that opened would be
difficult to save). They were able to save only a couple
pieces of furniture.

Since it took weeks to get back into the house and
salvage things, the family used lots of donated clothes
and toys from the community. “It was unbelievable,”
said Jason of the community’s generosity. “I was
pleasantly surprised.”

The decision to build a new house was easy, as the

old house was damaged beyond repair, with ceilings
collapsing, walls exposed, etc. “It was pretty obvious,”
said Jason. “The garage was falling down. The studs
and two-by-fours were sticking through, so you knew
itd had it.”

But they had to wait a few weeks find out about
their insurance settlement. Jason began contacting
some contractors whom they wanted to use before the
settlement was finalized, but they got serious about
building a new house when the insurance settlement
was confirmed.

“It took a month to find out we had a claim,” said
Jason. “It was hard to decide until we knew how
much we had to spend,” he added.

Only after the settlement could they start making
concrete plans. In a book of house plans, they found
one they liked - for a rambler with a full basement -
though they did make a few changes. What attracted
them to the design was the open floorplan: the

kitchen, living room, and dining room flowing togeth-
er on the main floor. “One floor living,” Jason called it.
“The main living area is up here. We can be all togeth-
er”

“Iliked the main stuff on one level, as much as pos-
sible,” said Jason.

Angie, a stay-at-home mom, can be working in the
kitchen or laundry room and still see their four boys
- Jacob, 10; Alex, 9; Brett, 5; and Aaron, 3 — watching
TV or playing in the living room.

Due to the insurance, the Mageses faced some
tighter timelines for rebuilding. Because they wanted
to make sure that they met any insurance deadlines
and because their displacement cost-of-living, which
paid for their rent, ended after six months, they want-
ed to rebuild quickly.

They also had a second building project: replacing
the shop. For that, they used the same foundation, so
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Why EcoChoice™ Carpet?
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* Recyclable It’s constructed of Type 6 Nylon,

ECO" CHOICE

b
S

E a recyclable carpet fiber. Carpets made of this fiber
can be recycled over and over again into new carpet.

EcoChoice™ is a collection of
earth-friendly flooring options from

CarpetsPlus N

C€OLORTI L
FLOOR sron“

* Reliable It features extended warranties
protecting your flooring investment for up to
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* Responsible Your purchase provides a donation
to benefit national charitable organizations committed
to protecting the environment.
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Remodeling,
New Custom Home Building, Agriculture,
and Light Commercial Construction

Begin and complete with the professionals
at Eden Valley Lumber!
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Eden Valley Lumber Company

Dan Haag, Owner ¢ Eden Valley, MN 55329  320-453-2360

Chris Schlangen, Owner
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Angie and Jason Mages chose oak woodwork and trim throughout their new house, including in their kitchen. Angie finds the kitchen island very convenient for breakfasts and quick meals for their four boys.
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it is roughly the same size, though many of the
improvements to the shop (that Jason had made over
the years to make it more efficient) were incorporated
into the initial building of the replacement shop.

They also had to clean up the debris on the farm, fix
or replace all the other buildings on the farm (which
were all totalled by insurance), and list all their per-
sonal items lost by the explosion for their insurance.
They spent months making detailed lists of things
that had been destroyed, tools in the shop, personal
items, etc. “We worked every night and a lot of days
on that,” said Jason. They had to list when they
bought it, what they paid for it, and what was its cur-
rent value.

“The house wasn’t so bad because we eventually

had gone through it and looked,” said Angie.

The shop, on the other hand, was harder, as most of
the equipment was now burned and unrecognizable
or missing altogether. One thing they wish they had
done was videotaped the interior of the shop, which
would have helped immensely in identifying lost
tools.

Like many people, Jason hadn’t really read all the
policy details until he needed his insurance, which
was replacement coverage. “Overall, we were covered
pretty well,” he said.

“I will never complain again when I write a check
for insurance,” said Angie.

These hectic early weeks turned into a hectic year
for the family. “This last year has just been a blur,”
said Jason. “We were pulled in so many directions.
We were spread so thin.”

The digging started for their new house in late May;
right before Memorial Day; the block was laid over
the Memorial Day weekend; the basement was
framed in mid-June; floor trusses were put in place
and the outside walls in late June; and the rafters,
windows, shingles, and siding were installed in July.

They appreciated the fast work by their contrac-
tors. “It seemed like they got us in pretty good,” said
Jason. “Idon’t know if they squeezed us in or what,
but we were pretty grateful to get a house.” The fam-
ily moved into their new house in mid-October.

They built on a new spot, using a second approach
to the shop just to the north. “One of the big reasons
for that was the time frame,” explained Jason. “We
didn’t want to worry about demolishing the old
house.” “Everything needed to be replaced anyway,”
he added.

They chose a small hilltop for their house, because
they wanted a basement. They did end up turning it,
to face more east-west, to minimize the amount of fill
needed.

Because they were so busy, they hired nearly all the
work. They thought about painting but then recon-
sidered. “The best thing we ever did was hire it done,”
said Jason. “We’'d probably still be painting a few
rooms.”

In addition to clean up, insurance paperwork, and
farming, they also had to make all the decisions for a
new house. Unlike many couples who build, they had
not spent any time previously thinking about these
decisions.

“Picking out knobs for Pete’s sake,” said Angie of
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“WHERE QUALITY COUNTS”

Kitchen Cabinets * Vanities

Entertainment Centers
Hutches * Desks
Fireplace Mantels
Refacing Cabinets
Countertops
Specialty Wood Items
Millwork Finishing

Call 320-243-4186

Gl ¥ e

for a free estlmate.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE AT A FAIR Price! ONE CALL Does IT Ac!

MEAGHER

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
. FREEESTIMATES |
Cory Meagher ¢ 320-243-7609

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL ¢ FARM
NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODEL

SERVING PAYNESVILLE & CENTRAL MN e LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

HOME IMPROVEMENT
IN YOUR FUTURE?

WHETHER YOU’'RE “FIXIN' UP”

AN OLDER HOME, OR

BUILDING FROM THE GROUND UP,

CALL THE EXPERTS!

= JIM SOGGE =
CONSTRUCTION

Cell: 320-492-3623 » Home: 320-276-8400

PAYNESVILLE, MN 56362

Lic. #20102763
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Cell: 320.293.0702

Office: 320.243.3509
Est. 1985
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Landscaping ¥ Nursery ¥ Garden Center

YOUR SUPPLIER OF
Bedding Plants/Perennials/Trees/Shrubs/Evergreens

Dirt/Sand/Bark/Rock DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

Design & Installation for: Landscape Planting/
Paver Patios & Walks/Retaining Walls & Steps

Tree Moving/Tree & Shrub Trimming/Stump Removal
MNLA Certified Landscape/Nursery Professionals

Hwy. 55 Paynesville, 1/2 mile East from 23 & 55 Intersection

WENSMANN CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Residential Building
Garages ¥ Additions

We can

do it all!
Inside

and Out!

Phone: 320-243-9569 ¥ Cell: 320-250-9569
Mike Wensmann, Owner 624 Hudson St., Paynesville, MN  Lic.#0001454
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Custom Heating & Cooling Systems
Service ¥ Sales ¥ Installation

¥ Air Conditioners
¥ Air Cleaners ¥ New Construction

¥ Furnaces ¥ Remodeling

¥ Certified Geo-Thermal Heat Pump Installer

BOB KOHNEN 320-597-7191 Over 1_8 Years
Paynesville, MN Experience

LICENSED ¥ BONDED ¥ INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES « EXPERT SERVICE

Relax. It's Rheem.™

¥ In-Floor Heat

We build the best, so you canOt go wrong

with Mueller Wood Products
¥ Kitchens ¥ Bathroom Vanities
¥ Fireplace Mantels and Surroun
¥ Entertainment Centers ¥ Desk

¥ Corian, Granite, Silestone,

B & S Excavating inc.

Countertops
¥ Custom raised-panel doors
For all your excavation needs, give us a call today
— SERVING PAYNESVILLE AND SURROUNDING AREAS—
We specialize in septic systems, designing,
installation, and repair.
BACKHOE ¥ DOZER ¥ SKIDLOADER ¥ DEMOLITIO

CUSTOM HAULING ¥ TILING ¥ SNOW REMOVA
LANDSCAPING ¥ BASEMENTS ¥ DRIVEWAY

13201 State Hwy. 55 NE, Belgrac
Joe Beier320-243-3373 ¥hawn Sheets320-248-149¢

Orhe very finest in quality craftsmanship!O

MUELLER WOOD PRODUCTS)

20603 Cty. Rd. 15, Regal ¥ Belgrade, Minn.
Call 320-243-4206 For An Appointment

Wells ¥ Pumps
Water Treatment

320-243-3344

Residential

Or
Commercial

Blacktop

CALDWELL

ASPHALTCO

Hawick, MN 56273
320-243-4023
1-800-853-4023

Driveways € Parking Lots
Sport Courts € Commercial Sealcoat

L S o N NA / y
FREE ESTIMATES!
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Lifestyle Lumber, INnc.

Ralph & Jim - Owners ¥ Matt, Sales

375 Industrial Drive ¥ St. Martin, MN

Creating Custom Desig

€Quality Workmanship €Quality Materials
€ Free Estimates €0ver 38 Years of Experieng

K en Nistler Homes

ID#20219468 YH: 320-597-4196¥ 19115 Cedar Island Lake Rd ¥ Richmond, Minn.
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