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That Angie and Jason Mages needed to build a new
house for their family comes as no surprise to anyone
who felt the explosion on their farm just over a year
ago. In March 2007, their 10-year-old farm shop –
apparently due to a cracked fitting on the overhead
heater – partially filled with gas and exploded,
destroying their house and reverberating for miles.

After the statewide media blitz, the Mageses were
left with lots of work: building a new house, rebuild-
ing their shop, cleaning up the debris, and replacing
all their other farm buildings, too.

“I’d never planned on building a new house,” said
Jason, who moved onto the farm and into the 1970s
rambler house with his parents when he was two.

“I guess everyone always dreams of building a new
house, but I’d never thought we’d do it,” added Angie.

They stayed for one week with relatives and then

found a house to rent, for which they were grateful as
there are not a lot of houses available for a short-term
rental.

As the fire marshal and insurance adjuster inspect-
ed the damage, it took weeks before they could even go
into their old house and salvage their  personal
belongings, including the family photos. Most of
their belongings were covered with insulation and
broken glass, the amount depending on where it was
in the house (i.e. things in closet that stayed shut
might be fine, but in a dresser that opened would be
difficult to save). They were able to save only a couple
pieces of furniture.

Since it took weeks to get back into the house and
salvage things, the family used lots of donated clothes
and toys from the community. “It was unbelievable,”
said Jason of the community’s generosity. “I was
pleasantly surprised.”

The decision to build a new house was easy, as the

old house was damaged beyond repair, with ceilings
collapsing, walls exposed, etc. “It was pretty obvious,”
said Jason. “The garage was falling down. The studs
and two-by-fours were sticking through, so you knew
it’d had it.”

But they had to wait a few weeks find out about
their insurance settlement. Jason began contacting
some contractors whom they wanted to use before the
settlement was finalized, but they got serious about
building a new house when the insurance settlement
was confirmed.

“It took a month to find out we had a claim,” said
Jason. “It was hard to decide until we knew how
much we had to spend,” he added.

Only after the settlement could they start making
concrete plans. In a book of house plans, they found
one they liked – for a rambler with a full basement –
though they did make a few changes. What attracted
them to the design was the open floorplan: the

kitchen, living room, and dining room flowing togeth-
er on the main floor. “One floor living,” Jason called it.
“The main living area is up here. We can be all togeth-
er.”

“I liked the main stuff on one level, as much as pos-
sible,” said Jason.

Angie, a stay-at-home mom, can be working in the
kitchen or laundry room and still see their four boys
– Jacob, 10; Alex, 9; Brett, 5; and Aaron, 3 – watching
TV or playing in the living room.

Due to the insurance, the Mageses faced some
tighter timelines for rebuilding. Because they wanted
to make sure that they met any insurance deadlines
and because their displacement cost-of-living, which
paid for their rent, ended after six months, they want-
ed to rebuild quickly.

They also had a second building project: replacing
the shop. For that, they used the same foundation, so

Family rebuilds house, shop after farm explosion
Photo by Michael Jacobson

After their home was destroyed by an explosion on their farm in March 2007, Angie and Jason Mages unexpectedly had to build a new house on their farm on the Tri-County Road in Union Grove Township.
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