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It wasn’t that Rory and Jennifer Miller didn’t like
where they used to live… they just needed more space.

“It was just too small,” said Jennifer of their home
in rural Grand Rapids.

The couple built a home there in 2001, shortly after
marrying in 2000. They liked the home’s layout, decor,
and style, but with two young children and plans to
have a third, they realized that it would be unfunc-
tional.

Rory, a 1995 PHS graduate, and Jennifer, a native of
Hamel, always wanted to move back to Paynesville.
While living in Grand Rapids, they waited several
years for a position with Rory’s employer, Grey River
Electric, to open in Hawick. Moving to Paynesville
would also allow them to be closer to Rory’s family.

In January 2007, after Rory filled the lineman posi-
tion in Hawick, the couple and their sons, Grant, two-

and-a-half and Gavin, four, moved in with Rory’s
mom in Paynesville while they began looking for land
to buy in the area.

Having lived in a quiet location of Grand Rapids for
over seven years, they knew they wanted to live in the
country, said Jennifer. They also wanted plenty of
room for the kids to play outside and plenty of room
for the family to feel comfortable inside. They decided
that a home with a similar layout to their home in
Grand Rapids and an area of land around 40 acres
would be just right.

In April, while browsing a real estate website on the
Internet, Rory found 35 acres of farmland for sale
south of Paynesville.

“This was a little hillier, so it would work good for a
walk-out,” said Rory. With plenty of trees, wildlife,
farmland to rent, and room for the kids to play, it
would be perfect for their family of five, thought Rory
and Jennifer.

Anxious to settle into a new home, they began the
groundwork on May 10, 2007. Using their experience
from building their last house was helpful, but having
to make hundreds of decisions over again didn’t
make building their second home much easier than
the first, they agreed.

Jennifer said it was nice that she and Rory could
agree on almost everything throughout their home-
building process. They also had a dry summer to
work, added Rory.

During this time, the Millers welcomed their third
child (daughter, Graysin) on May 22. “We were busy,”
said Jennifer.

“We had a lot of friends and family help out quite a
bit,” said Rory. The couple did a lot of the painting
themselves and had help from Rory’s family. His
brother, Adam, did a lot of the building.

They moved into their new 3,300 sq. ft. walk-out
rambler over Labor Day weekend.

“Everything ended up being bigger,” said Jennifer
of their new home. They replaced their walk-out ram-
bler in Grand Rapids with one about 1,000 square feet
more in size.

The large main floor includes: an entry; adjoining
kitchen, dining room, and living room; mud room;
laundry room; Graysin’s bedroom; Grant’s and
Gavin’s bedroom; the kid’s bathroom; and a master
bedroom and bathroom suite.

“We wanted all of the bedrooms on the same side of
the house,” said Jennifer. “I want (the kids) next to
me,” she added.

Putting a walk-in closet in their master bedroom
wasn’t possible with their house plan, so they decided
to install large, double closets. Jennifer said the cou-
ple actually has more space with these than they did
with the walk-in closet in their last home.

Family constructs country home south of lake
Photo by Ellarry Prentice

The Miller family built their house south of Paynesville last summer and moved in Labor Day weekend. They moved to Paynesville – where Rory grew up – after living in Grand Rapids for over seven years.

By Ellarry Prentice
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LANG BUILDING & DESIGN, INC.
Sheldon Lang •Michael Lang • Richmond, Minn. • 320-597-2576

WE ALSO OFFER: Building • Remodeling • Drywall • Steel & Vinyl Siding
Licensed, Bonded, Insured, License #3419

Beautiful Customized
Additions

2955 19th Ave. SW, Willmar, MN

1-800-450-1383 or 320-231-1383



April 20 and 23, 2008
Page 2C

The layout of the home is very similar to their old
house, said Jennifer. The only changes they made
were an addition of the mud room (between the
kitchen and the entrance from the garage), a laundry
room on the main level instead of in the basement,
added an extra bedroom on the main floor, and
enlarged most of the rooms.

In the mud room, Grant, Gavin, and Graysin each
have their own lockers where they can hang their
jackets and store other items. Jennifer liked the con-
cept of lockers because it keeps their gear organized.
The mud room also has a separate storage area and a
convenient entrance to the kitchen for unloading gro-
ceries.

Their unfinished basement will have two bedrooms
(one for each of the boys), a bathroom, a family room
with access to a patio, and a utility room. Other areas
of the basement will be used for storage (something
that they didn’t have much of in their other house).

Since Grant and Gavin aren’t ready to move into
the basement, they aren’t in any hurry to finish the
basement. When the boys do move into the basement,
Graysin will move into their bedroom, and her bed-
room will become an office or guest bedroom.

Their large kitchen faces the adjoining dining and
living area. It includes a large center island that
Jennifer wanted for the kids (someday they can sit
there and do homework, she thought), maple cabinets
stained in a dark cherry finish, laminate counter tops
with tan tones resembling granite, a black granite
kitchen sink, and new black appliances.

According to Rory and Jennifer, they chose black
appliances because they don’t show messes or spots
as well as white appliances, and they won’t show the
kids’ fingerprints like stainless steel would have.

To match spots of black throughout the kitchen,
they also chose black pendant light fixtures above the
kitchen sink and island.

Jennifer, a stay-at-home mom, loves the open feel of
the kitchen, living room, and dining room. Having the
dining room and kitchen so close makes it so much
easier with kids (serving, cleaning up, etc.), she
added.

A built-in pantry, located just off the kitchen near
their dining room table, is perfect for storing food and
other household items. The pantry – with pull-out
cabinets in the center and large shelves on the sides –
is stained to match the kitchen cabinets.

To keep the look of their home simple and consis-
tent, Rory and Jennifer choose to use the same oak
laminate flooring in the kitchen, the hallway to their
bedrooms, and in the master bedroom; tile flooring in
the bathrooms and laundry room; and carpet in the
kids’ bedrooms and living room.

With three young children, they had to consider
flooring that is both durable and affordable, said
Jennifer. She likes oak laminate flooring because it
looks like real wood and holds up well to heavy traffic
in the house.

They also have similar light fixtures in each room
and dark cherry-stained maple cabinets throughout
the house.

Photo by Ellarry Prentice

Their kitchen includes a large center island, black appliances, cherry-stained maple cabinets, and a convenient entrance to the mudroom and garage. The kitchen also adjoins the dining and living area. 
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Paynesville, Minn. • 320-243-7815

Has That Roof Over Your
Head Begun To Show The

Strain Of Winter?
This winter certainly has caused
many problems with the shingles 
on area homes.  We have many

types of shingles to choose from...

Call us today!

Traditional Values.  Continuing Excellence.

GAF MATERIALS
CORPORATION

®

SALES • SERVICE • DUCTWORK • FREE ESTIMATES

Turn to the Experts.TM

805 W. Mill St.
Paynesville, MN  56362

Ron Mehr
CONSTRUCTION

Paynesville, MN • 320-276-8631
Lic.#20322209

When Quality

Matters We’re the 1 

to Call!

970 Hwy. 23 W,
Suite 110 

Paynesville, MN
56362

Next to 

Paynesville SuperValu!

MIKE 320-243-7012 PEGGY

• Carpet 
• Vinyl 
• Tile 
• Wood 

Flooring 
• Window

Treatments 
• Wall

Words

NOW IN

OUR NEW

LOCATION!

Your One Stop For All
Your Home Interior Needs

NEW
ECO-FRIENDLY 

CARPET
SALES THRU APRIL!

BIG SAVINGS!!
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Kotten Refrigeration, Inc.
707 Hwy. 55, Paynesville • 320-243-4706

®

COMPLETE HOME APPLIANCES • SALES & SERVICE
®

HOME APPLIANCES

• CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING
• FARM, HOME & COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION

FREE DELIVERY & INSTALLATION IN OUR TRADE AREA!

Free Estimates
Appliances
Plumbing
Heating

Air Conditioning

Rely on Ruud.©

The Best For Less At:

MONDLOCH, INC.

St. Martin, Minn.
Hardware & Paint • Plumbing & Heating

320-548-3255
Fax: 320-548-3705

Mike Arnold Construction, Inc.
“Building dreams from the ground up”

New or Remodeled • 320-243-7545

Lic.#BC20366162
22 Years 

Experience

Rhonda Green
& Associates
1-800-352-1484 Rhonda Green

www.rhondagreen.net

Buying or Selling - 
Trust the Local 

Real Estate Professionals

Buying or Selling - 
Trust the Local 

Real Estate Professionals

• Lakeshore • Country

• Residential • Townhomes

• Building Lots

Paynesville  • 320-243-3702

www.FMpaynesville.com

HONEST ADVICE
To get you headed in the right direction

If you are looking for advice
on buying or remodeling a home,
talk to the helpful loan officers at F&M Bank.

We won’t lead you astray.

No matter what season it is, Maytag dependable heating and cooling
products create the perfect home environment. Plus, our systems
offer a 12-year Worry-Free Limited Warranty and our exclusive
Dependability Promise. Visit Wenner Plumbing and Heating 
and relax in the comfort of your very own 
Maytag heating and cooling system.

Heying & Torborg Enterprises
Residential & Light Commercial
13 Main Street, Richmond, MN 56368

320-597-3200

SERVING PAYNESVILLE & CENTRAL MN • LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED 

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • FARM
NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODEL 

Cory Meagher • 320-243-7609

MEAGHER
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE AT A FAIR PRICE! ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!

18380 195th Ave. NE, Paynesville, Minn. • Rick Spaeth • 320-276-8379

It’s Not Child’s Play
Building a Solid

Foundation!

R & R MASONRY
Call Us For Experience And Satisfactory Work!

We Are Experienced Masons.  Call Us For All Types Of 
Concrete Work!  FREE Estimates.

Designer Closets & Custom

Cabinets

To Fit 

Your

Space!

PAYNESVILLE, MN 56362
Phone: 320-243-7058  • Cell: 320-248-8108 • wellecab@hotmail.com

21 Years of Experience

FREE ESTIMATES!

Jeff Wendroth •  Eden Valley  •  320-453-2158  •  320-293-6188
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320-222-3993

HOURS
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

1020 Business Hwy. 71
Willmar, MN

Stop in and experience our
large variety of cabinetry,

flooring and more!

Serving the Paynesville & Surrounding Area For 14 Years!

New Home • Remodel • Light Commercial  
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

See the light by calling

PRECISION 
ELECTRIC, INC.

320-243-3414
Edward Gottwald, Master Electrician
Contractor License: CA02367 • 18521 Co. Rd. 130, Paynesville

Locally

owned and

operated!

Lic.#20271630

320-290-7906

We Specialize in 

New Construction 

and 

Remodeling

• Siding

• Windows

• Doors

• Roofing

“Supplier to Successful Contractors Since 1959!”

Serving all of Central Minnesota

•Ready-Mixed
Concrete

•Sand & Gravel
•Pump Trucks
•Conveyer

Trucks22488 Jay Ave. SE • Richmond, MN 56368

320-597-2060 • 866-572-6466
www.KnifeRiver.com

A three-section window in the living room gives
view of trees and wildlife (mostly deer and pheasants)
in the backyard. They are planning to add a deck off
the dining room to enjoy these views from outside as
well.

Another selling point of the land was the opportu-
nity for Rory to deer and pheasant hunt.

The house could have been put farther back on
their property but the views were the best from this
location. Rory, who works in the industry, said as
much as he loves powerlines, he didn’t want them to
block his view of wildlife.

Jennifer loves the addition of a gas fireplace (with
maple trim to match the kitchen cabinets) in the liv-
ing room. “That was kind of the thing we wished we
had (in their old house),” said Jennifer. The fireplace
is nice because it takes the morning chill out of the
house and helps the family relax in the evening, she
added.

Since the basement in their old house had nice fur-
niture, they decided to use that in their living room.
They only had to buy one new recliner, said Jennifer.

Another warm feel to the living room is the burnt
red and olive green paint colors that Jennifer

matched to the furniture. “I like dark, warm colors, ”
she said. “That real warm cozy feeling.”

Jennifer chose other dark colors – including mus-
tard and dark chocolate brown – for other areas of the
house.

They still plan to finish the basement, do more land-
scaping, add a concrete apron, add a big shed to the
backyard, and add a turnaround to their driveway.
“As long as the grass grows, we’ll be in good shape,”
said Rory.

Rory planned to use the back portion of one of their
two garage stalls as a workshop but decided to leave
room to park a third vehicle. They like that it appears
to be a two-stall garage from the outside but is big
enough for three vehicles.

They chose cement board siding for the exterior of
their home because they were told it holds paint for at
least 15 years. According to Jennifer, they considered
using steel siding, but, “I didn’t know if in 15 years I’d
want the same color house or not,” she said. Instead,
they choose to paint the house green with cream-col-
ored trim.

As for the home building process, “It’s endless,”
said Rory. “This time with the friends and family clos-
er, I think it was easier,” he added.

Photo by Ellarry Prentice

The Millers have always wanted a fireplace in their living room. Another warm feature of the room is a burnt red paint color beside the fireplace. They enjoy watching wildlife from a large three-section window.

MILLERS – from page 2C

Photo by Ellarry Prentice

Gavin, four, Grant, two, and Graysin, ten-and-a-half months, enjoy playing in the boys’ room, which includes
John Deere tractor decor and matching beds. Once the basement is finished and the boys get older, they
will have their own rooms there, Graysin will take their room, and her room will become an office.
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Paynesville
320-243-3772
211 Washburne Ave.

Paynesville, MN 56362

Home Improvement section
available online at

www.paynesvillearea.com

PAYNESVILLE FARMERS
UNION CO-OP

Office/Convenience Store
Hwy. 23 E, Paynesville

320-243-3751

Fertilizer Plant
Railroad St., Paynesville

320-243-3494

WE HAVE LAWN
FERTILIZER!
Ask About The 

Environmentally-
Friendly 

Non-Phosphorus 
Lake Blend Fertilizer!

See Us For All Your
Home or Commercial

Your Locally Owned 
PROPANE SUPPLIER

HEATI
NG NEEDS

QUALITY
FIRST!

320-276-8542
Cell: 320-295-1568 
Fax: 320-276-8542

21450 160th St. NE • Hawick, MN 56273

Rothmeier 
Woodworks

Custom Cabinets 
and Furniture

JENNINGS
WELL DRILLING, INC.

FARM, RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL,
IRRIGATION, MUNICIPAL, WELL ABANDONMENT

Sales • Service • Pump Supplies

Service Available 7 Days A Week

Call Richmond/Paynesville:
1-800-568-5988 • 320-597-2482 • 320-243-2444

18938 Co. Rd. 83, P.O. Box 9 • Richmond 56368

409 South Hwy. 55
Paynesville, MN 56362
Toll Free: 1-800-207-4927

Enhance 
Your 

Property
Today!

Purchase a 
Telescoping Pole 

During April or May 
and Receive a 

FREE Flag & Gold Ball Top

- Telescoping Flagpole
Manufactured Locally

- Flags - We Have Them All!
NFL, NASCAR, American, International, Military, and More

- Many Different Styles & Sizes
Manufactured to meet your needs! 

B & S Excavating Inc. 
For all your excavation needs, give us a call today.
SERVING PAYNESVILLE AND SURROUNDING AREAS

We specialize in septic systems, designing,
installation, and repair.

BACKHOE • DOZER • SKIDLOADER • DEMOLITION
CUSTOM HAULING • TILING • SNOW REMOVAL

LANDSCAPING • BASEMENTS • DRIVEWAYS
13201 State Hwy. 55 NE, Belgrade

Joe Beier 320-243-3373 • Shawn Sheets 320-248-1499

Eden Valley
320-453-2301

Paynesville
320-243-3211

Rely on Ruud ©

1-888-798-0694
SALES, SERVICE, AND INSTALLATION
Central Air  • Ductless Air • Coolers • Freezers 

Furnaces • In-Floor Heat • Water Heaters
New Construction • Remodeling

Emergency Service

Remodeling,
New Custom Home Building, Agriculture,

and Light Commercial Construction

Begin and complete with the professionals
at  Eden Valley Lumber!

✓ Quality
Materials    

Eden Valley Lumber Company
Dan Haag, Owner • Eden Valley, MN 55329 • 320-453-2360

P.O. Box 217 • 550 Meeker Ave. East
Eden Valley, MN 55329

320-453-2718 • Fax: 320-453-2713

www.schlangenscabinets.com
sean@schlangenscabinets.com

For All Your Insulation Needs:
• ICYNENE
• FIBERGLASS
• INSULATION REMOVAL

Check out our website for details of what our services can do for you!

www.westcentralinsulation.com

P.O. Box 56 • Spicer, MN 56288

320.796.5727 or 1.877.692.8628

WEST CENTRAL
INSULATION
WEST CENTRAL
INSULATION
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• Design

• New Homes

• Remodeling

• Demolition

• Site Evaluation

• Excavating

• Septics

• Foundations

• Flatwork

• Stonework

Jason Long - Owner
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

320-354-2621

CONSTRUCTION
Residential Building Specialists

• Energy Star® rated in all climates
• HUD, HRA, and MN Housing Finance Approved

• New Construction or Replacements
• Made For Your Schedule

 

28584 State Hwy. 55 Paynesville • 320-243-4202 • www.mmlumber.net

Photo by Ellarry Prentice

Jennifer and Rory Miller’s master bedroom includes an adjoining bathroom, large double closets, and dark, warm colors.  Having young children, they wanted all the main-level bedrooms to be located on the same hallway.
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Lifestyle Lumber, Inc.
Ralph & Jim - Owners • Matt, Sales

375 Industrial Drive • St. Martin, MN

Phone: 320-243-9569 • Cell: 320-250-9569
Mike Wensmann, Owner  624 Hudson St., Paynesville, MN

WENSMANN CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Lic.#0001454

Remodeled 
House 
and 
Garage!

Residential Building 
Garages • Additions

MUELLER WOOD PRODUCTS
20603 Cty. Rd. 15, Regal • Belgrade, Minn.

Call 320-243-4206 For An Appointment

We build the best, so you can’t go wrong with Mueller Wood Products.
• Kitchens • Bathroom Vanities

• Fireplace Mantels 
and Surrounds

• Entertainment Centers 
• Desks

• Corian, Granite, Silestone,
Cultured Marble, and Laminate

Countertops
• Custom raised-panel doors

“The very finest 
in quality craftsmanship!”

TV & APPLIANCE
116 E James Street  • Downtown Paynesville

320-243-4454

PAYNESVILLE
EXCAVATING, INC.

Sand • Gravel • Dirt • Dozer • Backhoe • Snow Removal 
Soil Boring • Perc. Tests • Design and  Installation of Septic Systems

320-243-3907 • 540 Minnie St., Paynesville, Minn.

Melvin Jones, Res.: 320-276-8357   
Brian Jones, Res.: 320-276-8584

Call us first for a FREE estimate and
FREE planning & design consultation!

Crushed
Concrete Pick-up

or Delivered

33 years

experience.

FREE ESTIMATES • EXPERT SERVICE TECHNICIAN

BOB KOHNEN  320-597-7191
Paynesville, MN

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Over 18 Years 
Experience

TM Custom Heating & Cooling Systems
Service • Sales • Installation

• Air Conditioners • In-Floor Heat
• Air Cleaners • New Construction
• Furnaces • Remodeling
• Certified Geo-Thermal Heat Pump Installer

Landscaping • Nursery • Garden Center

Hwy. 55 Paynesville, 1/2 mile East from 23 & 55 Intersection

YOUR SUPPLIER OF

Bedding Plants/Perennials/Trees/Shrubs/Evergreens

Dirt/Sand/Bark/Rock      DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

Design & Installation for: Landscape Planting/

Paver Patios & Walks/Retaining Walls & Steps

Tree Moving/Tree & Shrub Trimming/Stump Removal

MNLA Certified Landscape/Nursery Professionals

Cell: 320.293.0702

Office: 320.243.3509
Est. 1985JB

WIMMER

320-243-3344

Wells • Pumps
Water Treatment

Residential
Or

Commercial
Blacktop
CALDWELL

ASPHALT CO.
HAWICK, MN 56273

320-243-4023
1-800-853-4023

FREE ESTIMATES!

Driveways • Parking Lots

Sport Courts • Commercial Sealcoat

Paynesville
320-243-3772
211 Washburne Ave.

Paynesville, MN 56362

Home Improvement section
available online at

www.paynesvillearea.com
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Call 320-243-4186 for a free estimate.

Kitchen Cabinets • Vanities 
Entertainment Centers 

Hutches • Desks
Fireplace Mantels
Refacing Cabinets

Countertops
Specialty Wood Items

Millwork Finishing

“WHERE QUALITY COUNTS”

Over 40 Years of
Experience

Serving Paynesville,
New London, &
Spicer Areas!

320-354-8822

320-212-8738

Brooks Gunderson 
& Pat Anderson, Owners

Licensed and Bonded
#CA03320

35 Years 

Experience!

JIM SOGGE 
CONSTRUCTION

Cell: 320-492-3623 • Home: 320-276-8400
PAYNESVILLE, MN 56362 Lic. #20102763

WHETHER YOU’RE  “FIXIN' UP”
AN OLDER HOME, OR 

BUILDING FROM THE GROUND UP,
CALL THE EXPERTS!

TOM’S CARPET KINGDOM
EDEN VALLEY, MINN. •  320-453-3673

Store Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Fri., 8 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

EcoChoiceTM is a collection of
earth-friendly flooring options from

Why EcoChoiceTM Carpet?
• Recycled Content It’s made with 

Anso Caress® Nylon containing post-consumer 
recycled carpet content.

• Recyclable It’s constructed of Type 6 Nylon, 
a recyclable carpet fiber.  Carpets made of this fiber 
can be recycled over and over again into new carpet. 

• Reliable It features extended warranties
protecting your flooring investment for up to 
20 years, depending on your product selection.

• Responsible Your purchase provides a donation 
to benefit national charitable organizations committed 
to protecting the environment. NEW AT 

TOM’S CARPET

COME 

CHECK IT OUT!

Creating Custom Designs
•Quality Workmanship •Quality Materials

• Free Estimates •Over 38 Years of Experience 

Ken Nistler Homes
ID#20219468 • PH: 320-597-4196 • 19115 Cedar Island Lake Rd • Richmond, Minn.

Nistler Homes 
Has A Plan That’s 
Perfect For You!

Richmond Concrete Products, Inc.
18942 State Hwy. 23, P.O. Box 84

Richmond, MN 56368

Residential and Commercial
• BUILDING BLOCK
• RETAINING WALL BLOCK
• SIDEWALK BLOCK
• LAWN BULLET EDGERS

320-597-2045 • 1-800-955-6021

Chris Schlangen, Owner Fax: 320-548-3722


