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It wasn’t that Rory and Jennifer Miller didn’t like
where they used to live… they just needed more space.

“It was just too small,” said Jennifer of their home
in rural Grand Rapids.

The couple built a home there in 2001, shortly after
marrying in 2000. They liked the home’s layout, decor,
and style, but with two young children and plans to
have a third, they realized that it would be unfunc-
tional.

Rory, a 1995 PHS graduate, and Jennifer, a native of
Hamel, always wanted to move back to Paynesville.
While living in Grand Rapids, they waited several
years for a position with Rory’s employer, Grey River
Electric, to open in Hawick. Moving to Paynesville
would also allow them to be closer to Rory’s family.

In January 2007, after Rory filled the lineman posi-
tion in Hawick, the couple and their sons, Grant, two-

and-a-half and Gavin, four, moved in with Rory’s
mom in Paynesville while they began looking for land
to buy in the area.

Having lived in a quiet location of Grand Rapids for
over seven years, they knew they wanted to live in the
country, said Jennifer. They also wanted plenty of
room for the kids to play outside and plenty of room
for the family to feel comfortable inside. They decided
that a home with a similar layout to their home in
Grand Rapids and an area of land around 40 acres
would be just right.

In April, while browsing a real estate website on the
Internet, Rory found 35 acres of farmland for sale
south of Paynesville.

“This was a little hillier, so it would work good for a
walk-out,” said Rory. With plenty of trees, wildlife,
farmland to rent, and room for the kids to play, it
would be perfect for their family of five, thought Rory
and Jennifer.

Anxious to settle into a new home, they began the
groundwork on May 10, 2007. Using their experience
from building their last house was helpful, but having
to make hundreds of decisions over again didn’t
make building their second home much easier than
the first, they agreed.

Jennifer said it was nice that she and Rory could
agree on almost everything throughout their home-
building process. They also had a dry summer to
work, added Rory.

During this time, the Millers welcomed their third
child (daughter, Graysin) on May 22. “We were busy,”
said Jennifer.

“We had a lot of friends and family help out quite a
bit,” said Rory. The couple did a lot of the painting
themselves and had help from Rory’s family. His
brother, Adam, did a lot of the building.

They moved into their new 3,300 sq. ft. walk-out
rambler over Labor Day weekend.

“Everything ended up being bigger,” said Jennifer
of their new home. They replaced their walk-out ram-
bler in Grand Rapids with one about 1,000 square feet
more in size.

The large main floor includes: an entry; adjoining
kitchen, dining room, and living room; mud room;
laundry room; Graysin’s bedroom; Grant’s and
Gavin’s bedroom; the kid’s bathroom; and a master
bedroom and bathroom suite.

“We wanted all of the bedrooms on the same side of
the house,” said Jennifer. “I want (the kids) next to
me,” she added.

Putting a walk-in closet in their master bedroom
wasn’t possible with their house plan, so they decided
to install large, double closets. Jennifer said the cou-
ple actually has more space with these than they did
with the walk-in closet in their last home.

Family constructs country home south of lake
Photo by Ellarry Prentice

The Miller family built their house south of Paynesville last summer and moved in Labor Day weekend. They moved to Paynesville – where Rory grew up – after living in Grand Rapids for over seven years.

By Ellarry Prentice
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The layout of the home is very similar to their old
house, said Jennifer. The only changes they made
were an addition of the mud room (between the
kitchen and the entrance from the garage), a laundry
room on the main level instead of in the basement,
added an extra bedroom on the main floor, and
enlarged most of the rooms.

In the mud room, Grant, Gavin, and Graysin each
have their own lockers where they can hang their
jackets and store other items. Jennifer liked the con-
cept of lockers because it keeps their gear organized.
The mud room also has a separate storage area and a
convenient entrance to the kitchen for unloading gro-
ceries.

Their unfinished basement will have two bedrooms
(one for each of the boys), a bathroom, a family room
with access to a patio, and a utility room. Other areas
of the basement will be used for storage (something
that they didn’t have much of in their other house).

Since Grant and Gavin aren’t ready to move into
the basement, they aren’t in any hurry to finish the
basement. When the boys do move into the basement,
Graysin will move into their bedroom, and her bed-
room will become an office or guest bedroom.

Their large kitchen faces the adjoining dining and
living area. It includes a large center island that
Jennifer wanted for the kids (someday they can sit
there and do homework, she thought), maple cabinets
stained in a dark cherry finish, laminate counter tops
with tan tones resembling granite, a black granite
kitchen sink, and new black appliances.

According to Rory and Jennifer, they chose black
appliances because they don’t show messes or spots
as well as white appliances, and they won’t show the
kids’ fingerprints like stainless steel would have.

To match spots of black throughout the kitchen,
they also chose black pendant light fixtures above the
kitchen sink and island.

Jennifer, a stay-at-home mom, loves the open feel of
the kitchen, living room, and dining room. Having the
dining room and kitchen so close makes it so much
easier with kids (serving, cleaning up, etc.), she
added.

A built-in pantry, located just off the kitchen near
their dining room table, is perfect for storing food and
other household items. The pantry – with pull-out
cabinets in the center and large shelves on the sides –
is stained to match the kitchen cabinets.

To keep the look of their home simple and consis-
tent, Rory and Jennifer choose to use the same oak
laminate flooring in the kitchen, the hallway to their
bedrooms, and in the master bedroom; tile flooring in
the bathrooms and laundry room; and carpet in the
kids’ bedrooms and living room.

With three young children, they had to consider
flooring that is both durable and affordable, said
Jennifer. She likes oak laminate flooring because it
looks like real wood and holds up well to heavy traffic
in the house.

They also have similar light fixtures in each room
and dark cherry-stained maple cabinets throughout
the house.
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Their kitchen includes a large center island, black appliances, cherry-stained maple cabinets, and a convenient entrance to the mudroom and garage. The kitchen also adjoins the dining and living area. 
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