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WEDDING DATES
 TO AVOID

According to TheKnot.com, 
an online resource catering 
to couples planning their 
weddings, the most popular 
day to get married in 2013 
was October 12. More than 
24,000 couples who used 
TheKnot.com to plan their 
weddings listed 10-12-13 as 
their wedding dates. The 
next most popular date in 
2013 was June 1. Though this 
might lead many to conclude 
that fall weddings were more 
popular than summer wed-
dings, that’s not entirely true. 
TheKnot.com notes that June 
was the most popular month 
to marry in 2013, followed by 
September and October. In 
addition, where couples are 
tying the knot tends to in-
fluence when they exchange 
their vows. For example, No-
vember and December are 
the most popular months to 
tie the knot in Florida, where 
late-spring and early sum-
mer temperatures can be es-
pecially harsh. 

Helpful hints for choosing reception favors
Planning a perfect wedding is no small un-

dertaking. From scheduling venues and hiring 
vendors to tasting menus, lots of decisions must 
be made when planning a wedding. But when 
the pieces fall into place, the entire day can be 
magical. 
One of the final components of weddings are 

the favors guests will take home with them 
as mementos of the festivities. Though favors 
don’t require immediate attention, that does 
not mean couples should wait until the last 
minute to made decisions regarding their wed-
ding favors.
Brides- and grooms-to-be should not underes-

timate the importance of handing out wedding 
favors, a tradition with a rich history. A wed-
ding favor is considered a symbol of good will 
to guests, and there are many different wedding 
favors on the market. Finding the right one can 
take a little work. It is usually a good idea to 
find something that suits the theme of the wed-
ding and is both long-lasting and practical. Try 
to avoid anything that is too kitschy.
A couple’s budget should be considered when 

choosing wedding favors. A couple may want to 
give their guests lavish gifts but should only do 
so if their budget allows. It may be challeng-
ing for couples to find favors that fit the theme 
of their wedding, as well as their own person-
alities and budgets. But it can be done. The fol-
lowing are some favor-finding guidelines.

BE CREATIVE
Wedding favors can be just about anything, so 

there’s no need to stick to Jordan almonds or 
wine bottle stoppers. The more creative cou-
ples are, the more receptive their guests will 
likely be. For example, for an autumn-theme 
wedding, fill mason jars with the ingredients for 
a spiced cake and give the recipe directions on 
a tag. For a summer wedding, gift guests with 
a sun and surf survival bag, full of sunblock, a 
beach towel and sunglasses.

COMPLETE THE THEME
Some weddings follow a particular theme 

from start to finish, and wedding favors should 
stick with that theme. Couples who will show-
case their love of travel on their wedding days 
may want to give guests keychains or purse 
holders that feature popular landmarks around 
the world. Those who are admitted beach bums 
may want to present a small fishbowl with sand 
and a goldfish inside, reminiscent of days at the 
seashore. 

GO TRADITIONAL
Couples who opt for universally appealing 

favors can lean toward some popular options, 
such as silver cake servers,  candlestick holders, 
decorative photo frames, or engraved keepsake 
boxes. Aim for favors that have utility. Oth-
erwise, favors may end up collecting dust on 
someone’s shelf.
FOOD AND BEVERAGE GIFTS ARE FUN
Food favors mean guests can enjoy their gifts 

and not have to worry about finding space in-
side their homes to display trinkets. Food favors 
can be lavishly decorated cookies, fine choco-
lates, petit fours, small bottles of champagne or 
cupcakes decorated like the wedding cake.
Favors are often integral to wedding celebra-

tions. Selecting a favor that will be appreciat-
ed and fit with the wedding is often a fun and 
stress-free part of planning a wedding.

On average, brides & 

grooms spent $2,379

on photography & 

$1,619 on video in 2012.
 -theKnot.com
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Protect each other from  
this day forward. Get the life 
insurance that’s right for you.  
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.
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starts now.
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