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Matt and Shelly Helfenstein built a new two-story house in the Bunker Hills development just south of Richmond last year.  At the end of a cul-de-sac, the couple loved the 
location:  great views, private and secluded, but close to Highway 23.
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Family builds new home on Horseshoe Chain
Proximity to
Highway 23

key for Matt and 
Shelly Helfenstein

By Michael Jacobson

When Matt and Shelly Helfenstein saw 
the Bunker Hill development, just south 
of  Richmond off  Co. Rd. 71, they thought 
it was perfect.

“We sort of  fell in love with the prop-
erty, with the view,” explained Matt.

Their five-acre lot, on the end of  a cul-
de-sac, is very private with little traffic (so 
far, of  the eight lots, all but one are now 
sold, though only two houses have been 
built).

“This is what we really wanted…the 
view,” explained Matt.  “We’ve got 3.5 
acres of  wetlands behind us.  It’s pretty.  
It’s secluded.  It’s perfect.”

“We wanted a nice view,” agreed Shelly.  
“We didn’t want to be looking at houses.”

On the south side of  Thein Lake, 

Richmond Community Park sits across 
the road from their new house.  “The kids 
can walk through the trees and be at the 
park,” said Matt.

While it’s very secluded and private, 
“we’re very accessible to Highway 23, and 
Richmond and Cold Spring are close,” 
explained Shelly, “but you don’t feel so 
accessible.”

The Helfensteins, both from the Twin 
Cities originally, moved to the Horseshoe 
Chain of  Lakes about 10 years ago.  Matt’s 
parents had a cabin on the Chain, as did 
Shelly’s grandparents. “We were coming 

up here every weekend, bringing the 
boat, so we decided just to move here,” 
said Matt.

 They lived originally on the Chain of  
Lakes, then on Rice Lake, and now are 
back on the Chain. They loved their 
house on Rice Lake, but moving closer to 
Highway 23 saves them 19 miles each way 
on their commute (both of  them work in 
St. Cloud, Matt in sales and Shelly for a 
commercial construction company).  
They get additional windshield savings 
by being closer to school and their kids’ 
activities. “During the school year, we 

save 45 minutes per day,” said Matt.
They saw the lot a year ago (in April 

2012) and, having sold their house, they 
bought it in July 2012. After getting the 
necessary permits, including a shoreland 
alteration permit, since they are within 
1,000 feet of  Thein Lake, they started con-
struction of  their new house in September 
2012.
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Nothing says quality like...Nothing says quality like...

AMISH FURNITUREAMISH FURNITURE

Find us on Facebook for weekly 
specials and to see what’s new! Scan me with a smart phone

Beautiful & quality built 
furniture for the entire home!

Hop in for spring savings! Draw an
 Easter Egg for 

great discounts!

2550 MN HWY. 9 NE • NEW LONDON, MN 56273
www.threesistersfurnishings.com

320.354.4480

Beautiful Decor &
Unique Gift Items too!

• Dining Room Sets
• Hutches & Buffets
• Bedroom Sets
• Living Room
• Children’s Rooms

Hours: Mon.–Wed. & Fri.: 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 
Thurs.: 9 a.m.–7 p.m. Sat.: 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Sun.: 11 a.m.–3 p.m. during summer & Dec.

The coffee
 pot is on!

107 Pleasant Ave E, Atwater, MN 56209 • 320-974-8470

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
FRI. & SAT. APRIL 19 & 20

• Custom Planting
• Hardware & Paint
• Live bait
• Espresso & sandwich drive thru!

Open M-F 7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sundays beginning April 28 11a.m.–3 p.m.

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. – Noon

Introducing the Big Green Egg
"The Most Versatile Cooking Device Ever..."

Get the 
ultimate 
cooking 

experience 
at PJ's!

Grill
Sear steaks, hamburg-
ers, pork chops and 
fish with flavor-packed 
crust. High-tempura-
ture "steakhouse" 
grilling–Even at 750°F.

Featuring
• Advanced ceramics that retain heat and maintain precise tempurature control
• Natural lump charcoal that lights fast and is ready to cook in minutes.
• With 5 sizes to choose from , there is a Big Green Egg to fit every lifestyle!

Smoke 
Slow roast or smoke 
your roasts, turkeys, 
veggies! A controlable 
200–350°F produces 
succulent results.

Bake 
Bake bread, pizza, 
cookies, cakes  & even 
pies better & quicker 
than your kitchen oven!

www.cyrillabeachhomes.com
28502 State Highway 55,

Paynesville, MN 56362

Phone: 320-243-3386
Fax: 320-243-7216

Open House
Hours:
Friday

9 AM - 5 PM;
Saturday

9 AM - 5 PM;
Sunday 

11 AM - 4 PM

Factory 
Reps will 

be on 
Hand

Price Includes: Delivery Set Up Furnace Water Heater Central Air

Over 15
Homes On

Display

Check Out 
Our New 
Website!


